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Where Can I Find a Navigation Class? 

 Junior Navigation  
Cocoa Beach SPS had a class underway as of May 20, 2012 and Is considering a 

JN class in 2013 or 2014. 
  

 Navigation- not reported  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Navigation 2007 Course Description 
Junior Navigation is the first in a two-part program of study in offshore navigation, 
followed by the Navigation course.  It is designed as a practical "how to" course. 
Subject matter includes: Precise time determination; Use of the Nautical Almanac; 
Taking sextant sights of the sun; Reducing sights to establish lines of position; Special 
charts and plotting sheets for offshore navigation; Offshore navigational routines for 
recreational craft.  

Navigation 2009 Course Description 
After Junior Navigation, this course is the second part of the study of offshore 
navigation, further developing the student's understanding of celestial navigation theory. 
This Navigation 2009 course deals with learning celestial positioning using other bodies, 
in addition to positioning using the sun (covered in the Junior Navigation course). This 
course also deals with electronic software tools that can be used to plan and execute an 
offshore voyage. You will first learn to reduce these sights by the Law of Cosines 
method. Later in the course, you will learn an additional method of sight reduction, the 
Nautical Almanac Sight Reduction (NASR) method. You will also learn about sight 
planning techniques. With that knowledge, you will have the tools to take sights and 
complete your Navigation Sight Folder. The course includes a chapter on using a 
software-based voyage planning tool and a navigation program. The final chapter of the 
course contains a Practice Cruise that ties the separate elements of the course together. 
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Junior Navigation Course Update 
 

The Junior Navigation course has been updated and is now being shipped from Headquarters. This 
updated course, identified as Junior Navigation 2012 on the inside front cover of the text, is the first 
revision of the course since it was completely re-written in 2007.  
The changes in the revised text are not major, so you do not need to destroy any Junior Navigation 
2007 text you may have on hand at the Squadron. The primary changes in the course include:  

·  Correcting typos and expanding the explanations of several concepts presented in the text, 
including adding, or expanding, some examples.  

·  Explanations dealing with sight reductions and the Navigational Triangle have been revised to 
refer to the ‘reference position’, with the note that ‘in our case, the reference position is the DR 
position’.  

·  All reference to “Maptech” and the “Maptech CD” have been removed from the course. 
·  Since the Coastal Piloting courses have returned to the practice of recording Speed to a 

precision of one decimal place (instead of just two significant digits), the updated Junior 
Navigation course includes this change. 

·  Sight Error (SErr),  which had been first introduced in the Navigation course, is now included 
in the Junior Navigation course.  

The major change instructors will see in the course is less emphasis on using celestial to ‘check’ the 
GPS.  The premise in the revised course is that the navigator should use celestial techniques to keep in 
practice in the event one loses the GPS for whatever reason.  All sight reductions are from the DR 
position, except for the ‘occasional’ instance when the navigator wants to check his/her sight-taking 
accuracy; in that case, the sight is reduced using the GPS position coordinates (with the resulting 
intercept called Sight Error ). The student will continue to maintain a DR track, and determine the DR 
position needed for the sight reductions.  The most extensive ‘text’ changes will be seen in the Practice 
Cruise, where many of the GPS positions were removed (which previously led students to reduce sights 
from those GPS position rather than determining the appropriate DR position), knotmeter log values 
were corrected, and the Practice Cruise slightly shortened. 
The Offshore Navigation Committee is now working on updating the associated Power Points for the 
classroom presentations, the Instructor Manual, and the Junior Navigation exams. The updated Power 
Points will primarily require addition of the new or expanded examples, so it is anticipated that this 
update will be available in the near-term. The Junior Navigation exams will be revised by the time the 
Squadrons that were shipped the revised JN course order their exams. The Instructor Manual will be 
the last item to be updated. In the near-term, the revised Power Point Classroom CD will be shipped 
with the ‘old’ Instructor Manual, until the Instructor Manual can be updated.   
Sometime in late 2012, the Offshore Navigation Committee will work on updating the current 
Navigation course. 
 
Submitted by Ann Fields, SN 
Offshore Navigation Committee 
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Definitions/Abbreviations/Acronyms  

�&�/� !����/���(���1������'&����&�/���(���(�**�*2�

��� ��(���

���� �(���������(������(��)��

��/� ��/���(���

�!� ���(��)��%�(���!�

��� ���(��)��%�(�����

��!� ����(��)��%�(���!�

���� ����(��)��%�(�����

;��� ;�/��������(�&������(���

3(�� 3(���

Websites of interest: 
Download your copy of Haversine Navigation.xlsx. 

Calculate distance, bearing and more between Latitude/Longitude points: http://www.movable-
type.co.uk/scripts/latlong.html  
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Minutes of the St. Johns N Club    
March 3, 2012 
31 members in attendance 
 
Invocation given by P/D/C George Ammon, SN 
 
Presentation: “Around the World on a 47 foot Ketch” 
      By Mary McClead 
 
Meeting called to order by Captain Bud Newton 9:45 AM 
 
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Dick Leatherman 
 
New Member applications: 

Tim Henke (249) Roy Merritt (250) Anne Merritt (251)  
Jib Davidson (252) Howard Nobel (253) Winifred Crawford (254) 

 
Motion approved to accept new members. 
                                        Bob Becker 
REPORTS: 
 
Purser report: 
 Balance:  $2001.15 
 CD:   $2049.06 
 Expenses since last meeting   NONE  
 
We have received a new Tax exempt number. 
                                               90-0778789 
Copy of the original to be submitted by purser to Secretary. The previous number was not renewed and 
a new number was issued after reinstating the validity of our account. 
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First officer: No Report 
Committee reports:  None 
Audit committee:   Audit completed of previous books by Clara Ross and Walter Fields. All books are 
in order with signed report forthcoming.  
 
Nominations Committee:   Captain Bill Fehr 
                                  First Officer Richard Leatherman 
                                           Secretary Tim Henke 
                                           Purser George Ammon 
                                           Member At Large    Ernst Hofmann 
                                                                            Clara Ross 
 
A motion was made to accept the slate as presented; Secretary Joe Sackett cast the vote for all. 
Congratulations to all new officers 
 
Old Business:   
A new supply of burgees will need to be ordered as the last one was sold today.  
 
New Business: 
Ernst Hofmann will be doing the Newsletter. Please forward information to him 
 
Announcements: 
None 
  
Bud Newton was presented with a plaque honoring his service as Captain, 2010-2011. We thank you 
for your service. 
 
New Captain Fehr adjourned the Meeting at 10:25am 
 
       Submitted, 
 
       Tim Henke 
       Secretary,  
                                                                        St. Johns N Club 

�

�
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From the Purser….              From the Editor…. 
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If you haven’t paid your 2012 dues, please see me 
at the upcoming District Conference in October. 

For those of you not able to attend the Conference, 
please mail me a check, in the amount of $5, made 

payable to “St Johns N Club”, and send to: 

George Ammon, 114 Martin St,  
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937. 

If you are NOT SURE whether you paid your 2012 
dues already, send me an e-mail 

(gmammon@juno.com.) or check with me at the 
Conference so I can confirm your payment record. 

I will also have the N-Club gold lapel pins, burgees, 
and miniature lapel pins for sale at the Conference. 

George M. Ammon, SN, Purser 

In order to have a viable and 
interesting St. Johns N-Club 

newsletter , it will be 
important to carry a variety of 

articles in the Navigator’s 
Notebook that relate to 

navigation. 

Please submit to me anything 
of interest, short or long, easy 

to read or mind-bending, 
historical or contemporary. 

Our goal is to give you more 
than “just the essentials”. 

Ernst Hofmann, JN; Editor  
hofmanneg@juno.com 
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Captain William “Bill” Fehr, N 

 

 
    

          
 
 
 

 

                                                          
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Johns N Club Officers 

Secretary Timothy T Henke, JN 

Bill joined the Banana River Power Squadron 
in late 2005 and completed his second term 
as Commander of that squadron. He is also a 
member of the National Publishing 
Committee, and grades AP exams as a 
member of the National Inland and Coastal 
Navigation Committee. Bill’s been a member 
of the N-Club since 2008.   
 

First Officer Richard A. Leatherman, SN 

Since joining USPS in 1973 Dick has 
accumulated an impressive record of 
accomplishments. He is a Life Member with 
38 merit marks: P/C of the D3 Smithtown and 
Neptune squadrons, P/C of D23; DEO for four 
years, SEO for eight years and also the 2005 
Chapman Award winner. 
Dick is a Certified Instructor and has taught S, 
P, AP, JN, N, CP, IQ, SA and WX and he has 
chaired the one day Boating Safety course for 
the Jacksonville SPS for over 10 yrs.  
Since becoming P/D/C Dick has remained 
active in D23. He was Chairman of 
Leadership Development/Operations Training. 
Currently he is Chairman of both the D23 
Membership and Nomination Committees. 
 

 

Tim came to the Harris Chain SPS D23 
in 2003 from the Pittsburgh PS in 
D7where he served on the Bridge. From 
the beginning he became active in 
education, serving as SEO and then 
moving up to Commander for two terms. 
He is also active in the Boat Operators 
Certification Program and Vessel Safety 
Inspections. His accomplishments and 
dedication earned him first the Churchill 
Award and then the Felmy Ford Award. 
Currently he is XO for D23. 
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Gold Lapel pin with row of silver 
stars –  
Exclusively for N Club members 
achieving the grade of N - $25.00 

 

Miniature N-Club burgee lapel 
pin – Exclusively for members of 
the N Club - $5.00 

N-Club burgee – 12”X18”. 
Well made by the Prestige Flag 
Company - $20.00 

 

Order all items from Purser George Ammon, SN, 
114 Martin St, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937. 
Make checks payable to St. Johns N Club.  

George has been a member of USPS for 34 
years and has 33 merit marks. He joined the 
N Club in 1983 and served as Captain in 
1992. George was Commander of the 
Banana River Squadron in 1983 and 84, and 
D23 Commander in 1988. He also served on 
the National Public Relations Committee for 
many years in the 1990.  

Purser George Ammon, SN 


